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Obituary
“For I am now ready to be offered, and the time of my departure is at hand.  I have fought a good

fight, I have finished my course, I have kept my faith… 2 Timothy 4:6-7

Mrs. Lizzettar C. Smith Blackwell made her transition from earth to glory on April 17, 2008 in the presence of her

loving, caring family.

She was one of four children born to the late Foster, Sr. and Kate Covington.  She was preceded in death by three

of her siblings; Foster, Jr., Willie Mae Watson, and Holyar Covington.  She was also preceded in death by two

children; Raymond L. Smith and Lillian K. Gillespie.

She was educated in the Turner School for Young Ladies and Davidson County Public Schools and went on to

study nursing and became a licensed practical nurse through Vanderbilt.

She was happily united in holy matrimony to the late Henry King Smith, Sr.

Knowing that life on this earth is not forever, at a very early age Lizzettar confessed her belief in Christ and united

herself with New Hope Missionary Baptist Church under the pastorate of the late Rev. T. H. Easley.  Down through

her 97 years she took the time to develop a personal relationship with Jesus as she faithfully served at New Hope

under the pastorate of Rev. James C. Turner as an active member of the Nurses Aid Guild and the Adult Choir until

her autumn years when her steps began to slow down.

Momma, Granny Blackwell, Big Granny as she was so affectionately called not only looked after and took great

care of her own family but on so many occasions she could be found sitting at the hospital bedside or visiting and

administering her tender loving care to neighbors and persons within her community.  She truly exemplified the

essence of the sheep described in Matthew 25:35-39 who feed the hungry, clothed the naked, and visited the sick.

She will be forever cherished by her five very devoted children: Rev. Alvin (Vinella) Smith, Barbara (Wilson)

Westmoreland, Emma (Benjamin) Ogleton, Rev. Henry (Vernella) Smith, Jr. and William C. Smith; loving nephews

and nieces: Rev. Van D. Covington, Rev. Foster S. Covington, Jr., Norma Hill, Shirley Lightfoot and Velma Bradley;

two step children Karen Wallace and Billy Blackwell; twenty-nine grandchildren, forty-two great grandchildren,

thirty great-great grandchildren and her loving bedside caregivers: Ms. Eva Sims and Mrs. Angela Burroughs who

so affectionately loved and cared for our mother.

        



Sleeping Beauty

Tick tock goes the clock, as time ticks life away
Death comes and the clock stops
We know not the hour or the day.

But before death comes, to these mortal bodies
Life comes first.

We are sadden today, yet we must give thanks to God
For Lizzettar Blackwell’s 97 Birthdays.

You see God blessed her with much beauty on the outside
Flowing love on the inside

But her peace came from knowing
When the road got dark, the Light of the world,

King Jesus was her personal guide.

God blessed Lizzettar Blackwell
To be the Matriarch of five generations mother of 7,

grandmother of 29, great grandmother of 42,
great-great grandmother of 30

Oh what a special Vessel God made for His creation.

So family hold to your sweet memories 
Through your sorrow and through your tears

And give praise, to Our Heavenly Father
For blessing, One Woman, for 97 years

For it was 11:10 Thursday morning
April 17, 2008

He sent for what was His.

So Sleeping Beauty is now resting in a place
That she wouldn’t give up for anything, in this old world

And though she was many things to many
She’s always been, God’s beautiful, special little Girl.

So sleep, Sleeping Beauty, for you’ve been up the mountains,
down in the valleys, and faced the challenges of the raging sea,

passing each of life’s dictated test
So sleep, Sleeping Beauty

For truly you have earned your sweet, sweet
Sweet sweet, rest.

Sleeping Beauty Rest

Lovingly submitted to the Family

Humbly penned by Betty Rankin - 4/17/08

Loving Tributes
Our Virtuous Mother 

Who can find a virtuous woman?
We can, her name is Lizzettar C. Blackwell Smith

She is more precious than rubies.

Her husband trusted her, and she greatly enriched his life.
She brought him good, not harm, all the days of her life.

She shopped around for the best bargins and buys.
She is like a merchant’s ship, bringing food from afar.

She was often up before dawn to prepare breakfast 
for her four growing boys and three beautiful girls

and plan the day’s work for her household.

She goes to inspect a field and buys it; with her earnings she plants a vineyard.
Lizzettar was energetic and strong, a hard worker,

skilled in the crafts of home and hearth, diligent in homemaking.
She was always so quick to assist anyone in need, 

reaching out to the help anyone who needed it.
She had no fear of winter for her household for

she made sure everyone had the warm clothes they needed.
She was gifted in making her own linens when need be.

She was blessed to dressed in fine linens and silks.
Her husband was greatly respected among his peers

When Lizzettar spoke she had invaluable wisdom to
share along with loving discipline and instruction.

Night and day she kept an eye on everyone in her household
and made sure they were busy and productive.

Her children held the upmost respect for her and bless her,
Her husband joins them in words of praise:

“Lizzettar many women have done wonderful things,
But you have surpassed them all!” 

Charm can mislead and beauty will soon fade.
But the woman who is to be admired and praised abroad
is the woman who lives for and lives in the Fear-of-God.

Reward her for all she has done.
Let her deeds and loving, great works be declared publicly!

(Proverbs 31:10-31, adapted based on New Living Translation, The Message)
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We the family of the late Mrs. Lizzettar C. Smith Blackwell lift our hearts in humble thanksgiving to our
Heavenly Father for giving us 97 glorious years with our momma, granny, and great granny that have been

filled with her sacrificial love, fun sense of humor, strict discipline and wise spiritual guidance that will 
continue on in our family for generations to come. 

We also believe that those we love most dearly never really leave us.  They have their being in the pleasant
memories that we’ve shared and the love that they evidenced in our lives.  We acknowledge with sincerest

appreciation your loving prayers, thoughtful telephone calls, comforting visits, and all other conveyances of
kindness extended to us.  We will forever be reminded of the love that was rendered to us.  Each comforting
gesture will assist in sustaining us as we cherish momma’s memory.  It is our heartfelt prayer that God will

favor each of you with His most gracious, abundant blessings.

A special thanks to Father Bernard Niedergeses for his consolation and prayers to help ease the 
rendering of our mother to Jesus.

              


